No hardy perennial is of more permanent value than the Peony. The flrst cost is the only cost, and they continue to increase in size and value for many years. The foliage is rich and of beautiful deep green color, which renders the plant very ornamental even when out of flower, and no other flowers are so well adapted for interior decoration and none make more massive color effect when planted in a border or in a bed on the lawn. Their popularity has increased during the past few years since the new improved varieties have been disseminated. Peonies range in color from cream and pure white through the various shades of pink and red to the deepest purple and maroon, in all possible combinations of tint and form.
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Seven Good Reasons for the Popularity of the Peony As given by Prof. J. Eliot Coit in the Cornell Peony Bulletin: 1. They are easy to grow; anyone can raise •glorious Peonies with less trouble than it takes to grow roses.
2.
Peonies well established are permanent features in the garden, or at least as permanent as is desirable.
3.
Peonies are perfectly hardy wherever apples can be grown, passing through the most severe winter without injury, and being very easily protected where not hardy.
4.
The blooms are large, showy, of various forms, and of all shades of color from white to purple, even pale yellow.
5.
Many of the varieties are deliciously fragrant. 6. They are practically free from disease and insects.
No spraying, dusting, or hand-picking of worms is necessary.
7.
They are equally successful as a cut flower and for artistic landscape effects.
He also adds: "There is the greatest variation in color, form, and fragrance. Any color may be obtained, from pure white to dark purple and pale yellow.
Any form may be had from the ephemeral single, with five or six petals and a mass of golden stamens in the center, up through all the stages of doubling to the massive double with all stamens and carpels replaced by petals.
We would add that in some localities the rose bug is troublesome, especially on the lighter colored varieties.
We have found the most satisfactory way of handling this "bug" is to plant its favorite flower near Peonies and Roses. It will leave either one for the flowers of Astilbe, which bloom at the same time.
Our general catalogue was sent in Spring to all our customers. It Those with several rows of wide petals, and a center of stamens and partially transformed petalolds.
Japanese.
These have wide guards the same as the Singles, but with the stamens and anthers greatly enlarged into narrow, thick, petalolds of various colors, tipped with vestiges of the yellow anthers without pollen.
Anemone. A step farther in the process of doubline, with the stamens all transformed into short, narrow petals, forming a round cushion in the center of the flower.
Crown.
In this type wide petals are developed in the center of the flower, forming a high crown.
with the narrow, short petals forming a ring or collar around it. Often the crown and guards are of one color and the collar another, or lighter shade.
Bomb. The next step in which all the center petals are uniformly wide, approaching the guards, but distinctly differentiated from them, forming a globe-shaped center without collar or crown. Semi-Bose. Flowers in which the petals are all uniformly wide, but are loosely built, with a few pollen-bearing stamens visible, or nearly concealed.
Rose.
The process of doubling is completed, all stamens fully transformed into evenly arranged wide petaloids, similar to the guards, forming a perfect rose-shaped bloom. Place a piece of broken pot or coal over the hole, fill the pot about two-thirds full of soil, and jar it down somewhat; set the bulbs on this soil about the same distance apart and cover them to the depth of an inch, pressing the soil around them firmly with the hand. Soak With water and set the pots away in a dark, cool room, where they should not be allowed to get dry (they may need watering once in two or three weeks); or dig a trench in the garden, set in coal ashes to the depth of several inches. Before the ground freezes, place over them a good depth of coarse manure or leaves to keep from freezing, so that the pots may be brought into the house as wanted. Do not bring them into a very warm room.
Hyacinths, Crocuses, Narcissi, etc., should be treated the same way, except that the crowns of the Hyacinths should not be covered. Hyacinths should be planted singly in 5-inch pots, or three or four in 7-or 8-inch pots.
Successful bulb culture depends upon getting roots well established in the pot at a low temperature of 40 to 50 degrees before bringing them into a temperature of a living room to form the tops. New pots should soak in water over night before using.
We guarantee our bulbs equal to any imported, no Auratum.
